
 

The GH (Givat Haviva) Art Gallery presents: 
 

Svika Altman - Flying Upward   
Curator: Anat Lidror  

15.8.20 - 4.7.20 

On Saturday, July 4, 2020, Svika Altman will open his solo show at the GH Givat Haviva Art 

Gallery, summing up years of sculpture and research in material and spirit, and over 4 years of 

flying in the realm of consciousness. 

The exhibition creates a sculptural space in a wide range of materials, most of them heavy, 

which surprisingly create an airy space between them. The materials involved (basalt, iron, marble, 

stone, glass, industrial wood, tin, aluminum, sand, paper, writing) have physical, specific and 

spiritual weight. The sculpture materials, from the heaviest to the lightest, create unwritten poetry: 

for the air, the wind and flying in its various forms: aviation, circular, vertical and horizontal flight, 

diving, gliding and soaring. Between the lines, Altman draws one continuous line connecting matter 

and spirit. 

Svika Altman's father worked for Israel Aerospace Industries for many years. Svika himself has an 

inexplicable fear of birds. Here he finds himself sculpting them repeatedly in different materials, in 

various situations, when in fact he sketches out their - our - flight options. 

Altman works in close interplay with an assortment of sources, including Judaism as a cultural 

and spiritual way of life he explores in his personal life; the wisdom of Rumi, considered to be the 

finest Sufi poet and thinker, through which he practices a meditative Sufi dance; and the 

groundbreaking 1972 book, Jonathan Livingston Seagull, By Richard Bach, with Russell Munson's 

unforgettable photographs. 

For entire generations this book was a shining example of the power of thought to influence 

the physical world we live in, as well as the ability of the seagull within each of us to fly. It was 

also a milestone in the perception of personal ability to rise beyond the conformist tendencies of a 

flock, group or society, and to choose otherwise.  

 

 

 



For Altman, the concept of the human being as the creator who chooses the degree of his/her 

development and is not a victim of circumstance, and the personal ability of each one of us to 

create reality, comes from the most basic place: he carves in stone and iron, bends and cuts, chisels 

and engraves. The creative process is accompanied by tremendous physical effort, with heavy tools, 

but it does not stop there. It is complemented by a refined process that treats the piece in many ways 

as a jewel. 

With each of these sources, he dances a long and deep dance, alive with joy and faith. 

Svika Altman is a Givat Haviva man. He worked here, made sculptures, taught sculpture. He is an 

example of the possibility of a variety of opinions in one space. His work, One, a video art that is an 

exceptional piece in the sculptural space, manifests his belief in the coexistence of all religions. 

___________________________ 

Opening: July 4, 2020 at 11 AM 

Location: Givat Haviva Art Gallery 

Curator: Anat Lidror 

Closing: August 15, 2020 
_________________________ 

GH (Givat Haviva) Art Gallery -  opening hours: 

Sun – Thu 9:00-16:00   Sat 10:00-14:00 

For further information: Tel. 04-6372824   Email: artgvha@givathaviva.org.il    
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